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Mart. chap. xiii. 37-42. “ He anfwered and faid unto them, He that 
foweth the good feed is the Son of man. The field is the world : 
the good feed are the children of the kingdom, but the tares are the 
children of the wicked one : the enemy that fowed them is the devil : 
the harveft is the end of the world: and the reapers are the angels. 
As therefore the tares are gathered, and burnt in the fire; fo fhall 
it be in the end of this world. The Son of man fhall fend forth 
his angels, and they fhall gather out of his kingdom all things that 
offend, and them which do iniquity ; and fhall caft them into a fur- 
nace of fire; there fhall be wailing and gnathing of teeth. Then 
fhall the righteous fhine forth as the fun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.” 


| will readily be feen, that this pafiage 1s an ex- 
planation of the parable of the tares and wheat ; 
ther ichuiie. in order to afcertain the true meaning 
of our Saviour, in this parable, it will be necei- 
fary to make the following important inquiries : 
ift. What is meant by the world, here repre- 
fented, under the figure of a field ? 

2d. What is meant by the children of the 
Kingdom, here reprefented under the figure of 
good feed, and faid to be fowed by the Son of man? 

3d. What is meant by the children of the 
wicked one, here reprefented under the figure of 
tares, fowed by the devil ? 

And,‘ firft, what is meant by the world '—It 
will be acknowledged by all who read the fcrip- 
tures, that the word world has feveral different 
meanings, in the {criptures. Sometimes the 
globe, on which we dwell, is called the world ; 
fometimes the inhabitants of the globe are called 
the world ; and, fometimes unbelievers are call- 
ed the world, as in 1 John, chap. v. 19 verfe,— 
We are of God, and the whole werld lieth in wicked- 


mofs. But believers are never called the world ; 
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on the contrary, they are chofen out of the world. 
Now which of thefe is the meaning of the word 
world, in the paflage under our confideration ? 
The firft, fays one, viz. the globe. Indeed! well, 
and what was the good feed fown by the Son of 
man on this globe! ? Good men, to be fure ; and 
the tares are wicked men. So then: wicked men 
were created by the devil, were they ? But fup- 
poie we fhould admit that, where would be the 
very great difliculty in feparating the tares, or 
wicked men, from the wheat, or righteous men ? 
If it it fhould be faid, we are commanded to let 
both grow together till harveit, or the end of the 
world, and that is fufficient ;—we anfwer, the 
reafon why this command was giv en, was becaufe 
there was danger of rooting up the wheat with 
the tares. Is the difference between the righ- 
teous and wicked fo fmall, that it is dificult to 
dilftinguifh between them? We fhould fufpedct 
they were all wicked upon this principle. *But 
let us inquire what it is that conititutes a righ- 
teous chara@ter ? Weare told, he that doeth righ. 
teoufnefs is righteous. But what is righteoufneis ? 
we conceive it is perfect obedience toa righteous 
law, either temporal or fpiritual. The law of 
God is fpiritual; therefore it requires perfect 
{piritual obedience ; and whoever falls fhort of 
this, is not entitled to the character of righteous. 
Therefore, as there is no man that liveth and finneth 
not, there is none righteous, no not one ; there is none 
good, but one, that is God. So that, upon this con- 
jtruction of the paflage, it would appear that 
mankind univerfally, without a fingle exception, 
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were created by the devil; which no one be- 
lieves : #Merefore this cannot be the meaning of 
the world here fpoken of. What then 1s intend- 
ed by the world, in the paflage before us >—We 

conceive that by the world, here fpoken of, is 
meant the world of mankind, 1. e. every individ- 
ual of the human race; for we are informed by 
the fcriptures, that when God had created the 
heavens and the earth, he formed man of the 
duft of the ground. But it was only the body 
of the man which was made of the duft, for God 
breathed into his noftrils the breath of life, and 
man became a living foul ; and as: Adam was the 
head from whom the wiliole human race defcend- 
ed, he contained the world of mankind in him- 
felf ; and this world of mankind 1s reprefented 
under the figure of a /e/d, in this parable. 

Our next inquiry is, who the children of the 
kingdom, called good feed, are, who were fown. 
by the Son of man? | 

In the firft place, what fhall we underftand by 
the Kingdom ?—By the Kingdom, we underftand 
the Son of man himfelf ; tor the parable begins 
with faying, The Kingdom of heaven is like a 
man, Which fowed good feed in his field ; and 
the Saviour, in explaining this part of the para- 
ble, fays, He that fowed the good feed is the Son 
of man ; therefore he 1s the Kingdom. Now, who 
are his children § We are told, the duf,1.e. the 
body returns to duff, and the fpirit to God that gave 
ii: Again, be ist the God the e fpirits of all flefb,. 
and qe are all his ofiprinz. Thus it appears, t that 

the good feed, fowed in ‘the world of mankind, 
L 2 repretented: 
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reprefented under the figure of a field, is the 
breath of God, which he breathed int@gthe man, 
(the firf Adam) who reprefented the whole hu- 
man race. 

We come, in the next place, to. inquire who 
the children ‘of the wicked one, called tares, are, 
which were fown by the devil ? 

As we have already proved, that what is gen- 
erally conceived is not true, viz.that the tares 
are a part of mankind; we will endeavour to 


tearch the fcriptures in order to-find what the 


tares do reprefent. As the good {eed reprefents 
the fpirit which God breathed into man, fo the 
tares (we conceive) reprefent that wicked, rebel- 
lious fpirit, which the devil, in the form of a 
ferpent, infufed into the fame man, caufing him 
to difobey his Maker’s command. But it was 
while men ilept, that the enemy iowed the tares 
in the field; as when the hufbandman fows his 
wheat in his eid, he, knowing the nature of the 
feed, waits for the operations of nature to bring 
it to maturity ; fo when God made man, he 
made him a Jittle lower than ihe angels, conte- 
quently inferior in power; then he left him to 
the freedom of his own will, fetting hfe and death 
before him ; and as fome of thofe angels had be- 
come rebellious, they took the adv antage of this 
to fow that rebellious {fpirit in the 
heart of the fame man, into whom God had 
bt his own dpirit tor, Surely there ts a fpirtt 
in man, an d the infpiration of the A! mighty hath given 
ha underfianding. Bat when the blade appeared, 
then the tares appeared alto; and it is remark- 

able, 
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able, that the firft appearance of the wheat and 
tares is fo much altke, that itis very difficult to 
diitinguifh between them. So we are informed 
the devil transforms himielf into an angel of 
light, in order to deceive. It was in this charac- 
ter he appeared to our firft parents in the garden 
of Eden, and in order to gain permiflion to fow 
his tares, he perfuaded her they were wheat ; and 
this he did by mixing truth and falichood to- 
gether ; for this 1s the manner in which he ad- 
dreffed them, yea, hath God faid ye fball not eat of 

every tree of the garden? and, after the woman had 
anfwered him, he told her an abfolute lie (he 
may well be called the father of lies) faying, ye 
Jball not furely die ; and then he adds a few words 
of truth in order to deceive her, viz. for Ged 
doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your 
eyes fhall be opened, and ye fiall be as gods, knowing 
good and evil. ‘Vhis was truth ; for the Lord God 
faid, behold the man is become as one of us, to know 
good and evil. .The apoftle Paul, {peaking of this 
wicked {fpirit, faith, He, as God, fitteth in the 
temple of God, fhewing himfelf that-he is God. 
But what is the temple of God? The fame A- 
poftle, in one of his epiitles to the Corinthians, 
faith, Know ye not that ye are the temple of God ? 
and again, What? know ye not that your body is 
the temple of the Holy Ghoft ? 

Thus it appears, that every particle of the hu- 
man world, reprefented under the figure of a 
feld, and originally fowed with good feed, with 
the breath of God, is defiled by ‘that. evil {pirit, 
reprefented under the figure of tares, fowed bY 

the 


3 


92 THE BEREAN. 


the devil. But both muft grow together till the 
harveit, or the end of the world. Why fo? not 
becaufe the evil fpirit is any advantage to the 
good, furely ; for as the tares naturally choke 
the wheat, and prevent it from yielding in fo 
ereat abundance as it naturally would ; fo the 
evil fpirit, operating on the: mind of every indi- 
vidual, (more or lefs) prevents it from bringing 
forth fruit unto God, or perfect obedience to his 
perfect law. Even St. Paul, who perhaps came as 
near perfect obedience as any mere man ever did ; 
yet he informs us, that w hen he would do sood, 
evil was prefent with him ; and that he founda 
law in his members, warring againft his mind ; 
and under the influence of this evil fpirit he did 
the evil which was contrary to his mind ; which 
proves what he faid at another time to be true, 

‘iz. there is none righteous, no not one, 1. e. in them- 
felves. 

One reafon, perhaps, why both muft grow to- 
eether till harveit, is, becaufe God has not feen fit 
tO give power and wifdom enough to any of his 

reatures, human or angelick, to feparate them 
til their fruit is perfectly ripe. For, as we ob- 
ferved before, Satan’s devices are fo various that 
he blinds the minds of m en, fo that he appears to 
them not only as an angel of light, but as God 
himfelf ; for Saint Paul fays, He, i.e. antichnift, 
the fon of perdition, fitteth in the temple of God, 
fhewing himfelf that he 1s God, and yet he is op- 
pofed to all that is called God. So that when- 
ever a religious character will anfwer his purpofe 
beft, he appears in that. It was in this character 
he 
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he appeared when he influenced the difciple of 
our Saviour to call for fire from heaven, to de- 
firoy the inhabitants of the city, who would not 
open their gate to them; for our Saviour re- 
buking them, faid, Ye know not what manner of 
Spirit; ye are Of, ‘for the Son of man came not to deftroy 
men’s lives, but to fave them. Uf they knew not 
what manner of {fpirit they were of themfelves, 
itis not to be fuppofed they could know what 
manner of f{pirit the inhabitants of the city were 
of. Well might the Saviour have faid to them, 
—nay, left while ye burn up the tares, ye burn 
the wheat alfo. “Phat would have been juft as 
the devil would have had it, and juft as they, 

under his influence, wouild have had it: But, 

blefied be God, it would not have been as He 
would have it; for though the myttery of 
iniguity doth already work in the hearts of the 
children of difobedience, and though Satan’s 

meflengers may be permitted to buffet thofe who 
have obeyed the gofpel of Chriit, yet, as God 
faid to the apofile Paul (when he befought him 
that the meilenger of Satan might depart from 
him) my grace is fuflicient for you. So his grace 
is fuflicient for all; for we are told, the grace of 
God bringeth flvation unto all men. ‘Therefore, 
as the sood teed, which was fown by the Son of 
man, 1s S the fpirit which he created in every man, 
and as this {pirit was led captive by Satan into a 
fiate of death, the Son of man came to feek and 
fave that which was loit ; and finding them dead 
in trefpafles and fin, under the fentence of a juft 
and holy law, he ‘aff uimed the character of the 
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Second Adam, the head of every man, and in 
that character fuffered the wages of every man’s 
fin, which was death ; and by his death, he de- 
ftroyed death, and him that had its power, that 
is, the devil; and having bound the ttrong man, 
who, being armed, kept his goods in fafety; tll 
he, being ‘ftronger, {poiled his goods, then he 
afcended up on hich, leading the captives of 
Satan captive, and entered into the holieft of all, 
into heaven itfelf, there prefenting himfelf before 
the majefty of heaven, as the rit fruits unto 
God, and he being holy was accepted ; and, if the 
fire fruits be holy, the lump is alfo holy. Wherefore, 
God hath appointed a day in which he will judge 
the world in righteouinefs, by that man whom he 
hath ordained ; and on that day, all nations fhail 
be gathered before him, and he fhall feparate them 
one from another as a fhepherd divideth his fheep 
from the goats ; or,as a hufbandman feparateth 
his wheat from the tavres. 

But let it be remembered, that thefe are fpirits 
which are to be judged :—if it fhould be faid, we 
are told the body {hall be raifed before the judg- 
ment,—we anfwer ;—they will be raifed fpiritual 
bodies. We are alfo told, that the angels, who 
kept not their firft eftate, are referved in chains 
under darknefs unto the judgment of the great 
day. We are informed, in the paflage before us, 
that the Son of man fall fend forth his angels, 
and they fhall gather out of his kingdom ali 
things that offend, and them that do iniquity. 
But, what fhall we underitand by his kingdom ? 


The prophet Danicl, in his 7th chapter, verfe 14, 
{peaking 
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fpeaking of the Son of man, ‘fays, there was given 
S Lim dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, 
B nations, and languages fhould ferve him ;—(how 
© long?) His dominion is an everlafting dominion, which 
fhail not pafs away, and his kingdom, that which 
foall not be deftroyed. But, in order that this may 
be accomplifhed, all things that offend, and which 
® do iniquity, muft be gathered out of his kingdom. 
But what are thofe things that offend ?—When 
Peter, under the immediate influence of the devil, 
® would have prevented the Saviour from going to 
Jerufalem to fuffer, the Saviour turned and faid un- 
to Peter, get thee behind me, Satan ; thou art an 
offence unto me. But when this unclean {fpirit 
was gone out of Peter, Peter was not an offence to 
| the Saviour ; fo when the angels (thofe minitter- 
ing fpirits fent forth to wait upon the heirs of 
falvation ) fhall have gathered out of his kingdom 
that fpirit of rebellion fown by the devil, and the 
fruit of that fpirit, which is fin, then there will 
remain nothing to be an offence to him, who is of 
purer eyes than to behold iniquity. Then fhall 
be fulfilled the prophecy of the prophet Ifaiah, in 
his 53d chapter, roth verfe,—He fhall fee his feed. 
And when this feparation fhall have taken place 
between the fheep and the goats, we are told, he 
{hall fet the fheep on his right hand, but the goats 
on the left ; then fhall the King fay unto them on 
his right hand,—Come, ye bleiled of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world ; for I was an hungered 
and ye fed me, &c.. ‘Then fhali he fay alfo _— 

then 


96 THE BEREAN. 


them on the left hand, Depart, ye curfed, into 
everlafting fire, prepared for the devil and bis 


angels ; for I was an hungered and ye fedime & 
not, Xe. But, let us obferve this fire was pre- § 
pared for the devil and his angels, not for man- J 
kind. But, fays an inquirer, does it appear that 3 
thofe fallen angels are under any obligations to } 


thofe duties which thofe on the left hand negle¢t- 
ed to perform !—Certainly ; why not, as well as 


the holy angels ? and yet thefe rejoice to be fent | 


to wait on the heirs of falvation ; and when they 
firft appeared, to bring tidings of a Saviour’s 
birth, we hear of a multitude of the heavenly 
hoft praifing God. Befides, as beneficence is 
one of the attributes of God, every rational crea- 
ture, created by him, muft originally pofleis it in 
fome degree : therefore, want of it in any of his 
creatures, manifefts a change in their character. 
But if they were never commanded to minifter 
to the wants of human nature, yet they are juftly 
condemned for caufing them fo much mifery ; 
for all the miferies incident to human nature 
originated from them ; and, under their influence, 
one part of mankind aiflict the other. But for 
this purpofe was the Son of God made manifeft, 
that he might deftroy the works of the devil, 
which is fin, and fave his people therefrom ; and 
his fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly 


purge his floor and eather his wheat into his — 
garner ; but the chaff, which is fin, he will burn 
with unquenchable fire. 


But, fays an inguirer, does not the Saviour 
fay, come ye blefled, for I was an hungered and 
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ye fed me? and does it not appear that they 
are rewarded with live for their good deeds done 
in the body ? We anfwer, it they were to be re- 
warded with eternal lite for their obedience, their 
falvation wou'd be by the deed of the laws ; there- 
fore grace would be excluded from the pian of 
falvation. Beftdes, upon this principle, all who 
never had an opportunity to perform thofe dv- 
ties, fuch as infants and ideots, would be eterna!- 
ly excluded from heaven: Therefore, we con- 
ceive that there Is operating in every individu:l 
of human nature, the foirit which God breathed 
into them; this fpirit, likeits lather, is beneficen 
to all; fo Rkewile: we conceive there is operatins 
in every human being (in a greater or lefs de xree) 
that. evil fpirit, wh lich is of the dev il, and this 
is the revertfe of beneficence, like its father, cruel, 
and wicked. ‘Therefore, as we obferved before, 
the feparation muit be made between the good 
and evil fpirits that inhabit every human body, 
occafioning continual war therein. ‘Then fhall 
be fulfilled that divine command of our Saviour, 
where he fays, Be ye perfett, cven as your- Lather, 
who is in heaven, is perfect ; then fhail the righteous 
foine forth as the Son, in ‘the kingdom of their Father. 
Who bath ears to bear, let him hear. 
“ God fends his minifters to teach 
With an infpired tongue ; 
“ At his command thev go and preach 
Salvation fure and ttrong. 
“ What though they preach a thoufand years, 
And pr each the golpel, true? 
If God gives not the pe ears, 
“ What "good will preaching do j 
M 
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A few of the prevailing objeAions to the glorious 
doctrine of the only wife God our Saviour, as 
coniamed tn ihe common falvation of mankind, 


sught for ward and anjwered by feripture tefii- 
ily 


TILE firft objection which we fhall notice, is 
predicated on Pialm ix.17. The wicked fhall be 
turied into hell, and all the nations that forget God. 
Before we proceed to the confideration of this 
portion of facred teltimony, we will lay down a 

rule to govern us ; without which rule we fhould 
make moft horrid blunders in reading and fearch- 
ing the {criptures. Our aim its not ‘to invalidate 
any part of the teftimony of our God ; but, con- 
trariwiie, to exhibit all his declar sies in an har- 
monious point of yiew. ‘That we may be en- 
abled thus to do, and enjoy the happinefs flowing 
from a right underftanding of the icriptures, let 
us forever remember, that through the whole 
volume of divine inipiration, called the fcriptures 
of the Old and New ‘Timers. two diltinct dil- 
peniations or miniitrations are treated of, which 
are as oppofite in their declarations as the poles. 
Vor the want of this underftanding and attention 
in reading the fcriptures, many are the inftances 
of perions of fober, honeft who are ex- 
ceedingly and perplexed; and fome 
have gone fhrough life fubjected to diftreffin 
bondage for blending letter and fpirit, hte and 
death, fad tidings and glad tidings, together : 


the feriptures have been made to fpeak a language 
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as confounding as that of the Babe uders. 
The blefled Saviour of the wor rid once -eclared, 
that man fhould not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that procecdeth out of the mouth of God :—there 
are thoufands who rife in oppofition to the Sa- 
viour, and fay, that myriads of the human race 
will be damned forever by a great portion of 
the fayings that have proceeded out of the 
mouth of God. Now Iet us bring this latter 
ipirit to the teft, in order to come to the truth. 
The wicked fhail be turned into bell with ali the na- 
tions that forget Ged. How il or hell-deferving 


foever any or all of mankin id may be, let us be 
careful to attend to the language and voice they 


may be addrefied by. “Buty ays the objector, H 
not this the language of cternal truth, addrefied 
to the wicked? We aniwer, yes, it is indeed ; 
but you will afluredly allow that it is tie lan- 
guage of the miniftration of death or condemna- 
tion to the wicked, as the pure voice of ‘God’ 
law. I grant it, fays the obiecior ; but is not 
the voice of the divine law reafonable and jult ? 
how can a tittle of it be evaded? its thunders 
muift inevitably fall on the wicked. Bear with 
us, while we take the capets to afk a quefiion 
of great moment :-——Can the law, as fummarily 
comprehended in the ten commandments, pons 
was given by Mofes, four hundred and thir 
years after the promiie made by oath of the gre vs 
Tchovah unto the patriarch 4 braham, m make that 
promife void and of no effet? We are right 
happy in being able to anfwer, with the moti 
politive ailurance, No, it cannot. See Galatians 


lil, 17. 
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i. 17. ITs the law againft the promife ? God 
alge but in perfect harm ony therewith, as 
e fhall prefently fee—Let us now, for a mo- 
vent, attend to the nature and extent of the 
promife Gen. xxii. 18. And in thy feed fhail 
all tae nations of the earth be bicfed. No condi- 
tions, on the part of the nations, are even inti-. 
mated, by which they fhould obtain the bleffing ; 
for it is clear to a demonfiration that the blefled- 
neis, contained in the promife, is life eternal in 
Chrift Jefus the Head of every man, and Cov- 
en: ante of the people—Let us now contraft thefe 
cifpenfations, in order to fee more confpicuoully 
their j mport. One declares, that the wicked 
tliall be turned into hell, with all the nations that 
forget God. ‘The other announces the joyful 
tidings, that in the feed of ‘Abraham all the na- 
tions of the earth fhall be bleffed. Well then, 
jays the objector, according to the definition you 
have given, you make the 4 icriptures {peak a very 


Cifeordant lan guage. We think not, and will 


peers to give the reafon. Did ever any law, 
burict or divine, require mere than that its end 
fhould be anf wered ? We prefume not. What 
Goe3 the law of Ged require of any indivicual, or 
of all mankind? The anfwer is ready : perfect 


obedience. Well, it has its req uirement of ry 
ndividual, mn afmuch as Chrit is the Head of ev- 
ery man; and the head is that pre-eminent part 
cf man which is addrefied, and not the feet. 
é.zain, the fcriptures aflure us, that he who knew 
ro fin was made fin for us; and further, that 
we were crucified with Chrift, aud buried with 
him 
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him as members of his body: therefore we read 
that his foul was not left in hell. Every denun- 
ciation of mount Sinai we can read accompliihed 
in the immutable man, the Lord from heaven. 
The wife man’s eyes are in his head ; and while 
he holds the head, he will fee a divine fymmetry 
and periection in the body myitical, and know 
no man after the fleth. 

The miniftration of condemnaiion may indeed 
fill the guilty foul with unspeakable terrors, but 
the reafon is obvious; his eyes are not fixed in 
his head. The God of this world hath blinded 
the eyes of his underftanding, fo that he beholds 
not the great Fuliller and End of the Jaw, even 
for righteoufnefs. If he did, it would be utteriy 
impofable | that any terrific denunciation could 
alarm him in the leaft ;_ for though conicious of 
unrighteoufnefs in himfelf, yet beiieving the rec- 
ord, which announces, that while we were yet 
finners Chrift died for the ungodly, and that we 
are made the righteoufnefs of Godin him. ‘Thus 
having a confcioufnels of righteoutneis adequate 
to the requirements of the righteous law ot God, 
who can arife to condemn, or who dare to pafs 
fentence of eternal damnation on one ioul of the 
human race? The individual, that dares thus 
to-do, is ignorant of himfelf in a high degree, 
and alfo of God’s righteouinets, and isin whole, 
or in part, vainly endeavouring to eltablifh a 
righteoulnefs of his own, however he may exclaim 
againit it, and be fhocked with the idea. Yea, 
he is trampling under foot the blood of the ever- 
laiting Covenant ; for the fcriptures ailmre us, 

L 2 that 
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that the blood of Jefus Chrift, called the blood of 
the crofs, made peace for all, without exception. 
See Collofians i. 20, on this glorious topick. 
What advantage then does the difciple of the 
blefled Redeemer enjoy over all other creatures 
yn earth ? For, although he reads all nations, 
kindreds, people, and tongues, into hell, as wick- 
ed; yet, bletled be God, he reads them all out 
again, as righteous in the Head of every man. 
We think the fcriptures abundantly fupport 
the following ideas, ‘That mankind, in their ag- 
gregate capacity, in union with the earthy man, 
are, and forever will be, in the pure voice of the 
miniftration of condemnation, fentenced to hell ; 
but, in the fame capacity, as united to the immu- 
table man the Lord from heaven, they are repre- 
dented as without {pot and blamelefs in love be- 
fore the throne of God’s glory. They, who are 
able to read the.fcriptures thus, muft of neceflity 
enjoy great comfort ; becaufe they difcover a 
harmony which ftamps divinity on all the decla- 
rations, from Genefis to Revelations. Is the 
gueftion afked, Wherefore then ferveth the law ? 
‘the anfwer is, it was added becaufe of tranfgref- 
fion, that the offence might abound; that fin, 
hy the commandment, might become exceeding 
finful; but that where fin abounded, grace 
fhould much more abound. Hath fin reigned 
unto death? It hath: but life fhall fwallow up 
death ; for grace fhall reign through righteouf- 
nefs unto eternal life by Jetus Chrift the Lord of 
all. Pleafe to read the sth chapter of Paul’s let- 
ter to the Romans in fupport of what we _— 
ailert, 
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affert. We have not the leaft intimation that In- 
finite Wifdom ever accomplifhed any denuncia- 
tion, or ever will, in the eternal mifery of any 
who were the objects of his chaftifement. Such 
an idea is repugnant to the very nature of God, 
and in violent oppofition to his plan of creation 
and providence ; for what is there in creation 
that does not befpeak the benignity of the great 
Source of Being ? and we will venture to aflirm, 
that there never was a man who believed im the 
doctrine of endiefs mifery, but what entertained 


_ in his heart a hope of the final welfare of his off- 


{pring, which departed this life, fultaining to the 
lait moments the chara¢ter of an awful finner 
and unbeliever. Such are the feelings of parents, 
that in no wife will they confign the dear parts 
of themfelves to remedilefs woe. 

The curfes of the law are denounced by teach- 
ers in general, from pulpit and prefs, againft 
{trangers, whom they reckon in a {tate of unbe- 
lief. As if believing, redeemed from the curfe 
of the law ; whereas the fimple voice of the law, 
which founds through the fcriptures, damns or 
condemns all, believer and unbeliever, as void of 
that righteoufnels i in themfelves which entitles to 
endlefs bleflednefs. But then we have the hap- 
pinefs to know, that believer and unbeliever are 
equally redeemed from the curfe of the law by 
Chrift, and not by faith. 

It sould be as the devil would have it, if he 
could finally hold one captive foul under his do- 
minion: then, indeed, would the teftament or 
dilpenfation, of which Jefus i is the mediator, be 

incomplete, 
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incomplete, and its refulgent glory fullied: but 
blefled be God, that is utterly inpoflible ; feeing 
that Omnipotence is engaged to deitroy death and 
hell, with him that has the power thereof, that 
18 the devil, and refcue every one of his dearly 
purchated captives from the.cruel dominion of 
fuch an ufurper. See Hofea xiii. 14, in fupport 
of this God-glorifying truth. ‘Thefe declara- 
tions are announced froma difpenfation which 
excelleth in glory, and can know of no eclipfe ; 
inafmuch as the Son of righteoufnefs hath arifen 
to be the eternal luftre thereof. Some one, per- 
haps, will raife another objection, and fay, Do 
we not read, in Ecclefiaftes xi. 3. That in the place 
where the tree falleth there it fhall be ; and is not 
this paflage almoit univerfally underftood to refer 
to the endiefs mifery of finners ? We anfwer, 
It has been confidered by profeflors of Chriitian- 
ity in general in that point of view: But giv 
us leave to fay that all thofe characters have been 
moft abominably wanting, in not reading fcrip- 
ture enough for picking out afentence ; ; as, in this 
inftance, they have made this portion of fcripture 
{peak a language as oppolite to the true import as 
heaven is from heli. There is not even the fhad- 
ow of fuch a conitruction in the paflage, and we 
do earneftly requeft of every fober, reflecting 
perfon to read this chapter, and take the fubject 
treated of, in its connexion, and then fay whether 
fuch a horrid idea can be fairly gatheréd from it. 
The fubje& is wholly of a temporal nature, and 
no fpirit, fhort of the fpirit of antichrift, could 
ever have infufed into the mind of man fuch an 
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‘roneous conception of fo plain and fimple a 
relation as this chapter treats of. Another ob- 
jection is raifed in the minds of many, who fay, 
Do we not read that no felf-murderer fhall have 
eternal life ? We anfwer, No, we do not read of 
any fuch declaration : although many, who fay 
they have made the fcriptures their ftudy for 
forty years, read thus. 

It feems to be the policy of the grand adverfa- 
ry to make the fcriptures fpeak hes for truth; in 
fo doing, he comports with the charaéter 
of him, namely, that of the deceiver of the na- 
tions and father of lics ; and while he can have 
fuch accefs to peopie’s minds as to draw their at- 
tention to the ftudy of buiky bodies of divinity, 
inftead of fearching the fcriptures for the true 
meaning of fcripture, he will gain confiderable. If 
le cannot prevent people entirely from reading 
and fearching the {criptures, then his next aim is 
to diffeét the word of God, and fo make a conci- 
fion, by preventing by his Siftiierice their reading 
{cripture enough, or to read it in themfelves, and 
fo make thofe icriptures, which teftify of Chritt 
Jefus, tefltify of the good man, as he is called, as 
in the frit Pfalm ; for none has the vanity to af- 
fume the characterilticks there given of the righ- 
teous man, and none can ailume them with pro-- 
priety fave the man Chrift Fefus. 

But not to digrefs ; we readin the general 
epiftile of John 1 iii, 5, That whofoever hateth bis 
brother, is a murderer, and ye know that no murderer 
hath eternal life abiding in him. It appears, then, 
from the fimple teftimony of this paflage of 

{cripture, 
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‘ fcripture, that every hater of his brother is a 
murderer; and that every one, fuftaining that 
character, “hath not eternal life abiding in him. 
At the fame time we are authorized to declare, 
for the glory of God and the everlafting happi- 
nefs of all, that every one of thefe murderers, or 
haters of their brethren, which appear to be fy- 
nonimous, however numerous, hath eternal life 
hid with Chrift in God, not of their earning or 
fecking, but given to them in the Beloved from 
before the foundation of the orld, See Paul’s 
ad Letter to ‘Timothy, 1f chapter oth verfé, in 
fupport of this fandasmenta srincinle of Chrif. 
tianity. We will here vent ure to make the de- 
claration, knowing that we can fupport it, That 
all oppofition to th e doétrine of the univerfal fal- 
vation of mankind by the grace contained in the 
promifed feed, is, and ever has been, founded 
on pharifaicai pride. This aflertion may appear 
to be bold; but there never was an individual 
that pafled fentence of eternal damnation, or 
condemnation, on finners, that did not, at the 
fame moment, entertain a hope of his own falva- 
tion. Now whence does this hope arife ? Is it 
not clear that the individual fuppoies that he 
poflefles certain qualities of goodnefs which thofe 
he reprobates has not ; and is it not obvious 
to every perfon of difcernment that his hope ff 
{prings from that conideration ? If any 
does poflefs certain good qualities which others 
do not, it does not amount to any evidence of 
their being the favourites of heaven, to the eter- 
nal exclufion of thole other charaters which are 
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not blefled as they are : for God’s love and mer- 
cy manifeited in Chrift Jelus precedes every con- 
fideration of poor worms of yefterday, and we 
{hall always have reafon to fufpect the premifes 
of thofe who come forward with fuch vaunting 
conclulions ; for they always declare to us molt 
folemnly, that there is no merit in the eoodnels 
ov doings of any, and yet threaten with endlefs 
damnation ail thofe that are not found doing. 

If any individual is difpofed to preach the law, 
let him preach it, and not deviate therefrom ; 
let him come forward with all the tremendous 
thunders and curfes of Mount Simai, and we fhall 
know where he is: he wtii fhew himfelf to be a 
conititent promuleator that _difpenfation ; but 
the bane of religious intuctors lies in mix- 
ing and blending Mofes aad Chrift together : 

and fain would encourage mankind to live in 
{piritual adultery, telling 1! that the firft huf- 
band (which is the law) is not dead, but actually 
alive ; and though alive, they mutt be married 
to another hufband, even Chrift, and fo live with 
both together. We would here befecch the 
reader to perufe Paul’s Letter to the Romans, 

7th chapter, 6 firft verfes, in proof of what we 
afiert. 

The Gofpel, in its moft fimple, unadulterated 
form, is nothing more nor lefs than a declaration of 
the benign purpofe of Almighty God unto Abra- 
ham, that in his feed all the families of the earth 
foaul: id be ble fed ; and ail thofe who pervert, diti- 
believe, and unfay what is here declared, would, 
if it were poflible, make the God of truth a liar. 

We 
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We would afk all thofe, who difcredit and deny 
what we believe to be the gofpel, namely, glad 
tidings of falvation to all people, this queftion ; 
admitting, that 1f it had been the purpofe of Al- 
mighty God to fave every fon and daughter of 
the fallen race, what words would have been 
fufEcient to convey that truth to the underitand- 
ing of inan? We afk again, could Infinite Wit 
dom have fpoken in language more intelligible 
than he has, according to the reafon he has given 
us? could words be more adapted to meet our 
reafon and convey to our underftanding the ex- 
tent of his love in Chrift, than the following, 
waich are but a very {mall portion of his gracious 
declarations f'—THfaiah lin. 6: All we like fheep are 
gone ajiray ; we have turned every one to his own way 
and the Lord hath laid on him ibe iniquity of us all. 
Vfaiah xxv. 6, 7, 8: And in this mountain fhail the 
Lord of hofts make unto all people a feajt of fai things, 
a feaft of wines on the lees ; of fat things full of mar- 
row, of wines on the lees well refined. And he will 
deftroy in this mountain the face of the covering caft 
over all people, and the vail that is /pread over all 
nations. He will fwallow up death in victory, and 
the Lord God will wipe away tears from off ali faces, 


and the rebuke of his people fhall he take away from off 


all the earth: for the Lord hath /poken it. Once 
more, and we will leave the reader to turn to the 
other fcriptures at leifure. 1 Timothy, ii. 5, 6. 
For there is one God, and one Mediator between Ged 
and men, the man Chrift Fefus ; who gave bis life a ran- 
fom for all, to be teftified in due time. Matthew xvii. 
Lukeil. ro: John xu. 47: Acts li. 39: 

Komans 
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Romans v. 13: Hebrews u. 9, &c. Thefe tefit- 
monies contain the words all people, every man, 
and the whole world ; and we dety any perfon to 
produce a fingle paflage of {cripture that declares 
that Chrift is not the Saviour of all men; that 
he did not tatte of death for every man; or that 
he is not the propitiation for the fins of the 
whole world. If a paflage could be produced to 
that amount, then we mav burn our Bible at 
once ; for any teftimony, that contradicts itielf, 
is good for nothing. *But, blefled forever be the 
name of our God, we. know better, and therefore 
venerate his teitimony, knowing that all the 
promifes,of God in Chrift are yea; and amen to 
the glory of his great name. 

In fine; let us be exceeding thankful to our 
God, for enabling us to read his word with fo 
much comfort and fatisfaction ; that we are able 
to mete out the fame meafure of his love to all 
finners that we do to ourfelves; that we can 
pray in faith, nothing doubting, for the falvation 
of all, knowing that our petition will be accom- 
plithed in due time, becaufe according to divine 


direction. Adicu for the preient. 
AAS 


AS our aim in all our refearches in the divine 
records is to confirm ourielves, and endeavour 
to convince our fellow finners of the benevolent 
detigns of the Great Father of the univerte, in 

N reitoring 


ig 
an 
4 
| 
EN 
# 
+ 
| 


119 THE BEREAN. 


reftoring his whole family: to the enjoyment of 
himfelf, vafter favi ing them from fin and its confe- 
; amongit the great variety of fcripture 
telitmonies onfirming the above-mentioned idea, 
we think the 145th Pfalm deferves the ferious 

ttcntion of ev ery inquirer, refpecting the inten- 
tion of God in the difpofal of his inheritance : 
more efpecially the roth verfe of this Pialm, 
which is introduced as the fubjeét of a few ob- 
fervations in the following feétion. 

The words are thefe: He will fulfl the defires 
of them that fear him: he will alfo hear their cry, 
and will fave them. We need only to look back 
to the preceding verfe to know the character here 
fpoken of by the word He: itisthe Lord. The 
words are thefe: The Lord i is nigh to all them that 
call upon him in truth. 

Several inquiries prefent themfelves on reading 
thefe verfes—1ft. Who are thofe of the human 

_ race who may be faid to fear the Lord? ad. At 
what time in life are they moft peculiarly under 
the influence of this fear? dnd, 3d. What are 
their defires at thofe particular times? 

ift. Thofe who fear the Lord, we conceive to 
be thofe perfons, of all denominations through- 
out the whole world, who are feeking the Lord 
in fincerity, and earneftly deliring the knowledge 
of his ways. This leads to our fecond inquiry, 
viz. At what time are they moft peculiarly under 
the influence of this fear? :<We anfwer: when 
the fpirit is moit employed in public or private . 
devotion; when earthly things are moft out of 
fizht, and the mind wholly employed on heaven- 
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ly things 3; when wrapt up, as it were, with Paul, 
to the third heavens, where he heard words un- 
utterable. 

Efpecially we appeal to all Chriftian profeffors 
of what are called the Reformed Churches, by 
whatever name they may be diftinguifhed, whetl:- 
er at the time fefus Chrift faw fit to manifett 
himfelf to them in a way which he doth net ta 
the world in general, when they had the firtt 
slimpfe of his everlafting and unchangeable love 
tothem; when they were firft turned trom dark. 
nefs to heht, fo that they could not refrain trom 
crying wi rth Thomas, my Lord and my Ged; we 
would afk fuch people, w vhether they are not per- 
fuaded that at thofe times they were not more 
immediately under the influence of this genuine 
fear of the Lord than at any other time in their 
lives, and what the defires of their hearts were 
at that time? Oh, we think, cries the unanimous 
voice of all fuch, what were our defires at that 
time; which we muit fay if ever we were under tlic. 
influence of the fear of the Lord,it was then—why 
that all the world were in the fame fituation ; be 
brought to bow with humble fubmifiion to the 
footitool of Jefus, and acknowledge Him as their 
only Lord and Saviour: we could fee an infinite, 
inexhauftible fund of free grace in ftore for 
the chief of finners, amongit which we were 
obliged to rank ourfelves; we could fee the out- 
{pread arms of our conquering Saviour ready to. 
fave every individual from the jaws of deaih, ex- 
tending beyond the grave, and ready to refcue 
the falien race even trom the depths of hell; and 
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we muft acknowledge, that we could not fupprefs 
the involuntary ejaculations that burit from the 
inmoit recefles of our hearts, that every rebel in 
the univerfe might be melted down into humble 
fubmiflion at this glorious difplay of divine love 
we then faw exhibited by our glorious Redeemer, 


and be brought with us to love, praife and enjoy 


Him forever. 

Juft fo we believe it to be with all denomina- 
tions, whether Jews or Pagans. For (unlefs void 
of charity) we muit acknowledge that many 
there are, even among thofe people, who fear thé 
Lord and are fincere in their defires that all 
others, who they may think in oppofition to Ged 
and his government, might be brought humbly 
to acknowledge himr’as their rightful Sovereign, 
and their faithful Friend and Saviour, and “be 
made willing fubjects under his mild govern- 
ment. 

Now, ftrange as it may feem, after applying 
the promifein the text, viz. He will fulfil the de- 
Aires of them that fear him; and as thofe people 
have no objection to being exclufively confidered 
as fuch who fear the Lord, there are, of thole 
characters, who, th rough a miitaken zeal to fup- 
oak certain ten¢ ts, which by the theory of their 

reed they are obliged to fupport, have the con- 
to that thofe defires will never be 
fulfilled; that it is contrary to the plan of Di- 
vine Vi itis! that they ever fhould be; but that 
thofe breathines of his own fpirit will be given 
to the e winds, and by far the greater part of the 
family of the all- -powerrul Jehovah will be over- 
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powered by the adverfary, and kept in his chains 
to an endlefs duration. 

How thofe people account for fuch conclufions, 
is impoffible for us to tell; unleis they give up 
all thofe heavenly tranfports before mentioned, as 
infatuation and delufion of the moment ; for if 
they allowed them to be the real, cenuine work- 
ings of the fpirit of Chrift in thei# hearts, the 
promife in the text ftares them fo full in the 
face, that 1t would be impofiible for them to with- 
{tand the conviction. 

Again, fome may object and fay that the- 
promife doth not extend only to fuch delires as 
are in conformity to the will of God; not re- 
collecting, at the fame time, that the falvation of 
all men is in exact conformity to his wiil, as re- 
corded in Paul’s Letter to Timothy. Thus we 
fee the god of this world is ftill blinding the 
minds of the children of men, and endeavouring - 
by all means in his power to prevent the light of 
the knowledge of the glorious Gofpel from fhin- 
ing into their hearts, and taking care to prevent 
the new-fown feed from taking root in their hearts. 

Here the lat claufe of the verfe well applies, 
viz. He will hear their cry, and will fave them. 
Here, fays fome perfon, I think you will run 
yourtelves aground, and not be able to proceed 
any farther ; for you are ftill {peaking of thofe 
who fear the Lord, and who have had convincing 
proofs of their falvation being fure, previous to 
all this, and now your text {peaks of his hearing 
their cry and faving them. We anfwer: the 
falvation here fpoken of, is by no means the fal- 
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vation began and completed by God the Saviour 
in his eternal purpofe in himfelf before the world 
was, (which was previous to their exiftence, and 
coniequently without their aid or affiitance) but 
ialvation from the power of the adveriary, 
who, by his fale infinuations, hath for many ages 
fuccceded in blinding the minds of many, even 
of thofe who have had a glimpfe of light, as well 
asmany Others, and thereby keeping out of fight 
thole glorious truths which are calculated ‘to con- 
tinue peace of mind and joy in the Holy Ghoft ; 
well knowing, that there were things to be be- 
lieved which would reftore peace to every trou- 
ied mind, and, fhould thefe things be believed 
in the fame proportion, he would lofe his influ- 
ence over them which this blindnefs is calculated 
to produce. 
de will fave them from being thus impofed on 
by this prince of darknefs, which all their life 
time fubjects them to bondage, whatever their con- 
ceptions may be concerning themfelves, and what- 
eves aflurances they may have of their future 
happinefs. We believe there are very few, who 
believe in a partial falvation, but at times have 
their doubts; the confequence of which, is as 
certain damnation or condemnation as the ftate 
of unbelief incurred, mentioned in Mark xvi. 16. 
But if by this ftate of damnation was meant a 
kate of endleis mifery, as the confequence of un- 
belief, then St. Paul with many other faints, 
who were undoubtedly in unbelief at that time, 
muft have been fubjected to a ftate of endlefs 
mifery ; and even the difciples of our Saviour 
were, 
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were, at that very time, upbraided by him with 
their unbelief and hardnefs of heart. But none 
doubts the falvation of thofe ; therefore we con- 
clude, that in all cafes the condemnation lafts no_ 
longer than the unbelief; or, till the time arrives 
fpoken of by the prophet, when they fhall all be 
taught of God; the infallibility of whofe teach- 
ing none can doubt, and the effect of which 
teaching (we with humble confidence believe) will 
be univerfal confidence in Jefus Chrift, as the 
complete Saviour of all men: When each fhall 
fee for himfelf, and rejoice with joy unfpeakable : 
Whien every high and lofty imagination fhall be 
brought low, and the Lord alone exalted: When, 
in the words of the poet, 


“We all fhall admire that hammer and fire, 
Which all things o’ercomes ; 
Which breaks the hard rocks and the mountains confumes. 
When, with filent amaze, we fhall liften and gaze, 
‘And our weapons refign ; 
Conitrain’d to acknowledge the work is divine.” 


| Again, almoft every one hath an Ifhmael, or 
fome beloved child, or other friend, in whofe 
behalf they often exclaim with Abraham of old, 
Oh, that Ifhmael might live before thee!’ He 
will hear their cry, and will fave them from all 
thofe diftrefling fears, which are accompanied 
with torment, by defiroying the adverfary, who 
for a time is permitted thus to perplex them. 
He will root out thofe troublefome tares, fown 
by the enemy ; which, for reafons to himfelf bett 
known, is fuffered to grow in his field sect 
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wheat till the harveft, when he will thorourchly 
Cleanfe his wheat from every thing that defiles 
it, and thereby complete the happinefs of every 


individual of his family, by receiving them to 


himfelf in glory. 

We have thus, ina fhort and imperfect man- 
ner, attempted to exprefs our ideas on the facred 
text; having this fatisfaction, that however er- 
roneous our comments may be, yet the text is 
infallible, and we think, conclufive. 


Psatm cxliv. 9. The Lord is good to all, and his 


tender mercies are over all his works. 


BLESSED be our God, that although thefe 
words were {fpoken by David, yet there is not 
one of the human race but what may with pro- 
priety adopt the fame language, as the tender mer- 
cies of our God are indeed over al! his works ; and, 
blefled be his name, they ever will be. For he 
has been pleafed to affure us, he will never leave 
us nor forfake us, although we may have been 
taught, that his tender mercies will finally be con- 
fined to a fmall part of his inheritance,—this is 
indeed as the adverfary would have it,—but 
knowing him to be a liar, we believe him not. 

If it fhould be faid, we err not knowing the 
{criptures, we anfwer: We know not in the 
whole book of God of any paflage that fpeaks of 
Him as a partial Saviour, but that they — 
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with contrariwife teftimonies. A few of which 
we will mention. Romans, chap. v. verfe 20, we 
read: Moreover the law entered, that the offence 
might abound : but where fin abounded, grace did 
much more abound. Pialm ii. 8. Af of me, and 
] foall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and 
the uttermoft paris of ihe earth for thy poffeffion. 
ift of Timothy, chap. 11. ver. 4. Who will have all 
men to be faved, and to come unto the knowledge 
of the truib. NVerle 6. Who gave himfelf a ranfom 
for all, to be teftified in due time. Genelis, chap. 
xxii. verfe 18. dnd in thy feed fhall all the families 
of the earth be bieffed. Genetis, chap. xlix. verte 
10. The fceptre fhall not depart from Judah, nor 
a Lawegiver from between bis feet, until Shiloh come, 
and unto him fhall the gaihering of the people be. 
And our bleffed Saviour informs us, be came to 
Seek and to fave that which was lof ; See Luke, 
chap. xix. verfe 10. Now, if we are afked, who 
were lof? we anfwer, or rather the Spirit of 
God, by the prophet Iaiah, in his 53d chap. and 
6th verfe, Ail we like /heep have gone aftray ; we 
have turned every one to his own way, and the 

Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 
Thefe are a few of the numerous paflages that 
might be mentioned, wherein the Almighty has 
been pleafed to manifeft himfelf as an indifcrim- 
inating Being. Yes, (fays an objector,) but not- 
withitanding all you have faid, does not the Al- 
inighty threaten the wicked with punifhment ? 
and He, that believeth not, fhall be condemned? and 
that, Without holinefs no man can fee the Lard ?—To 
this we readily anfwer, Yes. We know that 
1. (Ifaiah 
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1. (Hfaiah xlvili. 22.) There is no peace to With 
ed. (Ifaiah tii. 11.) ce unto the wicked. 2. (Prov. 
Riil. 15.) The way of the tranfereflor is bard, and 
fo long as we are oppofed to the Divine Autho- 
rity, and in unbelief, fo long we fhall be mite- 
rable. But our being i in this unhappy fituation, 
while in a ftate of unbelief, by no means proves 
that we fhall always remain fo ; for we are in- 
formed by the apoftle, Rom. iith chap. and 26th 
verfe, that There fhall come out of Sion the Deliv- 
erer, and fball turn away ungodlinefs from Faced. 
Then fin, the caufe of our mife ry, will be removes 
ed, and the effect of courfe will ceafe. 

But (fays the objector) do you fuppofe the 
word a//, in fcripture, always intends all? We 
an{wer, No ; for we read, Luke ii. 1. That there 
went out a decree from Cafar Augu/tus, that all the 
world fhould be taxed. Now, we donot know 
that Cefar Auguftus knew all the world ; and if 
he had acquired this knowledge, we do not con- 
ceive he hada right to tax all the world, as he 
was only a Roman emperor. Therefore, we 
think in this, and fome other places, the word ail 
is to be taken in a limited fenfe. But where we 
find the word a//, as recorded in Ezekiel xviil. 4. 
All fouls are mine ; as the foul of the father, fo alfa 
the foul of the fon 1s mine ;—and in John xvil. 10. 
All mine are thine, and thine are mine ;—and in 
1 Timothy, 1. 3, 4. For this is good rel acceptaile 
in the fight of our Saviour, who will bave-all-men to 
be faved ;—verte 6. Who gave himfelf a ranfom for 
all ;—and in John iil. 35: The Father loveth the 
Son, and haih given ail things into bis hand ;—and 
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i Corinthians xv. 22. For as in Adam all died, even 
fo in Chrift fball all be made alive. \n thefe, and 
many other pailages that might be mentioned, 
we think we are bound to take the word ail in 
its full extent. But fhould thefe paflages not be 
fufficient to fatisfy the minds of thofe who hold 


to a partial falvation, we will mention two more, 


which we think cannot be difputed. The firit, 
we have in John’s firft Epifile, ii. 2. He is the pro- 
pitiation for our fins, and not for ours only, but alfa 
for the fins of the whole world. Heb. i. g. That be 
by the grace of God fhould tafte death for every man. 
Now, if a// does not mean all, furely every man 
mutt mean all. 

But, the objector will fay, if this doctrine is 
true, we need not care how we live, or how we 
conduct ourfelves : if falvation is free for all, we 
may live as we lift, it is of no confequence.— 
Give us leave to inform you, that this is a moft 
capital miitake ; for while, with an unfhaken 
faith, we believe in the unbounded mercies of 
our God, we as firmly believe, that if we for- 
fake his laws, and walk not in his ftatutes, he 
will vifit our tranfgreffions with a rod, and our 
iniquity with ftripes, agreeably to his promife in 
the 89th Pfalm. But this by no means proves 
that he will utterly take from us his loving kind- — 
neis, nor fuffer his faithfulnefS to fail. 

In full belief of thefe truths, we hold it to be 
of the greateft importance how we condutt ; 
for we know, if we fow to the fiefh, we fhall 
reap corruption ; and if we fow to the {pirit, we 
fhall reap life everlafting : Gal. vi. 8. 
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But here we would not be thought that we ' 


expect to gain life everlafting by our sood works. 


Though we would not fpeak lightly of good : 
works,—for we know that they are profitable | 


to men ; that cass adorn the chriftian charaéter, 
and are praife-worthy while we wear them as or- 
naments,—yet if, inftead of wearing them as 
adornments, we put them in the place of a Sav- 
iour, we then make a bad ufe of them ; for the 
apoftle informs us, that by grace we are faved ; 
and that not of works, but it is the eift of God: 
therefore, it is evident, that lite everlafting is not 
in confequence of any ‘thing that we have done, 
or can do. But then the believer, by fowing to 
the fpirit, will erjoy peace of mind ; ‘he will joy 
in God his Sivioar ; and have the pleafure of 
knowing he has conducted himfelf as a believer 
of the truth as it is in Jefus, with whom our 
lives are hid. 
It is believing the truth that gives peace: for 
though it is an eternal truth, that Jefus gave 
himfelf a ranfom for all; yet no one will ever 
enjoy the comforts arifing therefrom until he is 
made acquainted with the truth as it is in Jefus. 
Mankind have been too much taught to look for 
this peace in themielves, inftead of looking to 
Him who is our peace. Blefled be his name, he 


hath made peace by the blood of the crofs, and. 


now commands his minifters to preach peace in 
his name, to them that are nigh, and to them 
that are afar off. Go ye, fays our divine Matter, 
preach the gofpel to every creature : Mark xvi. 15. 
Now, we cannot fee the propriety of this com- 
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mand, unlefs every creature is interefted in it.— 
To preach good news to every creature, whe: 
but a fmall portion of them are intercfted in it, 
would be preaching that, which is not truth. 

Blefled be God, we é have not fo learned Chrié ; 
we fee that the prontifes are all yea and amen in 
Chrift Jefus ; and the promife was noi to fe ae ae 
of many ; but in thy feed, (which feed, fays 
apoitle, is Chritt) fhall all the faiiilies of the feiss 
be bleffid. 

We think the few paflages we have cited, are 
fufficient to prove, that the Lord is good to ail, 
and that his tender mercies are over all his works. 
What fhall we fay then to thefe things -—/Jf God 
be for us, who can be azainft us ?. if He, whe fpared 
not his own Son, but freely gave him up for us all, 


fhall he not alfa freely give us ail things 2—We are 


confident, he will not withhold any thing from 
US, which he knows wi!l be for our sood. In 
this infantile ftate, we may wifh for many things, 
and perhaps murmur that our wifhes are not 
eranted ; but when we come to ourfelves, and 
call to mind the goodnefs of our common Fa- 
ther, we then are forry for our own mifconduct 
in forgetting that the Led j 18 good ; ; we then ice 
that his goodnefs was as much in withholding 
thofe things from us, as in granting thofe bleff- 
ings voxel he knew were for our good. 


“ Good when he gives, ftipremely good, 
““Nor lefs when he denies; - 

“Even croiles from his fovercign hand 
bleflings. in diiguile.”” 
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The following pages, handed to us by a friend, 
we conceive to be valoabiy, becaufe containing 
the principles of true religion as revealed in the 
{criptures of truth. This confideration has in- 
duced us to give it a place in this number, 


hoping that no offence will be given to the 
author hereby. 


Acrs 1.1. Men, brethren, and fathers, hear ye 
my defence, which I make now unto you. 


WE mutt fuppofe that before the work of cre- 
ation the univerfal plan was perfectly formed in 
the mind of Deity, for the whole progrefs and 
ultimate end of the great whole, (collectively and 
individually) in infinite wifdom, power, holinefs, 
juttice, goodnefs and truth.—This propofition ad- 
mitted, nothing can take place contrary to this 
plan ; "mutt we not therefore conclude, that un- 
der the influence of infinite wifdom, power and 
goodnefs, all will finally be brought to a happy 
conclufion ? If God’s infinite wifdom forefaw that 
fin would thwart his plan, why did his infinite 
power fuffer it to be introduced? or if fin was 
to be the caufe of endlefs mifery, how could infi- 
nite goodnefs, mercy, and love, bear with its in- 
troduction ? was it not in the power of God to 
make men happy, without making others mifera- 
ble to endlefs ages ? or fhall we fuppofe him want- 
ing in foreknowledge at the time of creation, and 
at the time of his dying on tke crofs for the fins 
of the whole world, and tafting death for every 
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man ? Such opinions would be more to his hon- 
our, than to fuppofe that he knew the. confe- 
quences, but did not choofe to prevent them ; 
but both would be equally erroneous. 

Let us leave fpeculative arguments, and turn 
to the fcriptures in fearch of the moral character 
of God and his intentions towards mankind. 

Romans v. 18. Therefore, as by the offence of 
one, judgment came upon all men to condemna- 
tion, even fo by the righteoufnefs of one, the free 
came upon ali men, to juftification of 
Chap. vil. 32. He that {pared not his own Son, 
but delivered him up for us all, how fhall he not 
with him alfo freely give us ail things. 

Chap. xi. 38. For God hath concluded them ail 
in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all. 

By the firft of thefe texts it appears, that Adam 
was the reprefentative of all his poferity, or of 
human nature in general; for judgment came cn 
all men for his offence, even fo that Chriit by ai- 
fuming the human nature, became as fully ard 
completely the reprefentative of all mankind as 
Adam was, or had been, and therefore by his 
righteoufnefs the free gift came upon all men to 


jultification of life. So you fee that Saint Paul 


confiders Chrift as the complete reprefentativ 
and faviour of all mankind; and that by his 
righteoufnefs he hath wrought out a complete {a!- 
vation for all the human race, unto the juitiftca- 
tion of life. If God juftifieth, who is he that 
condemneth ? and farther, to eftablifh them in 
this glorious do¢trine, he agrees that as God {par- 
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ed not his own Son, but gave him up for us all, 
he will with him alfo freely give us all things. 

And to convince them that Chrilt was not that 
partiai Saviour which many conceive him to be, 
he tells the Romans, xi. 32, that God had con- 
cluded ail men in unbelief, that he might have 
mercy on all. 

1 Corinthians v. 25. For as in Adam all die, 
even fo in Chrift fhall all be made alive. 

2 Corinthians v. 14, 15. For the love of Chritft 
confiraineth us, becaufe we thus judge, that if 
one died for all, then were all dead ; and that he 
died for all, that they who live fhould not hence- 
forth live to themfelves, but unto him who died 
tor them and rofe again. 

Romans xiv. 9. or to this end Chrift both 
died and rofe and revived, that he might be Lord 
both of the dead and living. If fo, he muft be 
Lord of all. 

Coloffians i. 15. St. Paul calls Chrift the image 
of the invifible God, the firft born of every crea- 
ture. Werfe 16. For by him were all things cre- 
ated that arein heaven and earth, vifible and in- 
vilible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or 


principalities, or powers ; all things were created 


by him and for him. If therefore Chrift mace 
a] things for himfelf, he muit. deviate from his 
original intention before he gives up any thing 
to the devil ; eipecially the fouls which he made 
tor himfelf. 

i Timothy it. 1. L exhort therefore that firft of 
all, jupplications, prayers, intercefiions, and giv- 
ing of thanks be made for all men, Verle 3. 
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For this is good and acceptable in the fight of 
God our Saviour: Verfe 4. Who will have ail 
men to be faved, and come to the knowledge of 
the truth. Verfe 5. For there is one God and one 
mediator between God and man, the man C’priit 
Jefus : Verfe 6. Who gave himfelf a ranicin for 
all, to be teitified in due time. 

St. Paul exhorts Timothy firft of all, to make 
fupplications, &c. for ail men, as being acceptable le 
to God our Saviour ; who is a being of fuch uni- 
verfal. benevolence, as to will that ail men fheuid 
be faved, and hath fent his Son for that very pur- 
pofe, viz. to be the Saviour of the world ; ‘and 
Chrift, on his part, hath given himfelf a ranfom 
for all. Who can fay that all will not be faved ? 
He who redeems or ranfoms captives, claims them 
as his own, and will never leave tiem in poileiiion 
of the enemy. | 

Can there be any thing more abfurd than to 
fay, that after Chrift had given his life as a ranfom 
tor the whole world of mankind, he fhould never- 
thelefs leave vaft numbers of thofe be eings (for 
whom he fhed his moft precious blood) in pollef- 
fion of the devil, to a never ending eternity? But 
thanks be to God, I have a more exalted idea of 
the Deity, than to believe that Chrift will prove 
a partial Saviour ora partial Conqueror. He wil 
never fubmit to the devil, and permit him to re- 
tain one foul in captivity which he made for him- 
felf and redeemed for himfelf; and furely he 
never made any to people the devil’s kingdom : 
if he has, he has been more the author of “‘nifery 
than ever the Gevil could be, for he could never 
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create one foul ; and fhould the devil eventually J 
retain any that Chrift made for himfelf, then is § 
Chrift defeated, and his defigns fruitrated. But J 
to fay that Chriit made fouls which he neither § 
witi:ed nor intended to fave, is blafphemy ; tofay § 
that he intended their falvation, and had not 
power to effect it, would be more to his honour, 
though no more true, than to fay he had fufficient 
power, but did not will it; or rather, willed that 
they fhould be irrecoverably and endlefsly mifera- 
ble.. It we fuppofe him infinitely benevolent, but 
deficient in power, this would be a great misfor- 
tune, which every good being would deplore, and 
with to aflitt him ; but if, on the contrary, he is 
iuppoted to be infinite in wifdom and power, but 
{o malevolent as to bring unoffending matter in- 
to exiltence, Know ing. that the condition into 
which he brought it, was as much worfe than 
that in which he fvand at, as a ftate of. endleis 
burning is to a ftate of non-exiftence, I fay fuch 
an idea is horrid beyond defcription. 

Now the common fyftems fuppofe, that Deity 
forces into exiftence innumerable numbers of be- 
ings, morally incapable of doing any good, but 
replete with the ftrongeft propenfities to do evil, 
which can neither be reitrained nor eradicated by 
any thing they can do ; in which condition they 
are excluded from the benefit of Chrift’s death and 
fufferings, and left to fin and fuffer a few years on 
earth, and then fentenced by the Judge of all the 
earth to exquifite torments in hell flames, to end- 
lefs ages: when allthis mifchief and mifery might 
have been av voided, 7 omitting to create fuch be- 
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ings as the Deity forekftew would be infinitely 
finful and eternally miferable ; for nothing fhort 
of infinite guilt can render fouls juftly obnoxious 
to never-ending or infinite punifhment. 

Such an idea of the godhead is highly prejudi- 
cial to real religion, and quite contrary to the 
character agg by God himfelf to us, by the 
prophets, by Chrift himfelf, and by his apeftles. 
Hfaiah xxv. 8. chap. xlv. 23. Matt. x1. 27, 28. 
chap. xu. 18. Mark xvi. 15. Johniu. 35. 1 Cor. 
chap. xm. &c. 

i John iv. 8. He that loveth not, knoweth not 
God; tor Godislove. Verfe 10. Herein is love, 
not that we loved God 3 but that God loved us, 
and fent his Son to be the propitiation for our 
fins. Verfe 14. And we have feen and do teftify 
that the Father fent the Son to be the Saviour 
of the world.—Not to condemn the world ; but 
that the world through him might be faved. 

In the above cited texts it appears, that God-is 
the moft benevolent of all beings; his very effence 
* islove. His benevolence infpired him to create: 

he fo loved the world, as to fend his only Son to 

be the propitiation for our fins; and not for ours 
» only, but for the fins of the whole world. It ought 
4 to be the bufinefs of preachers to exhibit the Dei- 
) ty in his true character, which is that of infinite 
love and unbounded benevolence to ali created be- 
ings. He hates fin, becaufe it has a tendency to 
create mifery among his creatures ; but Chritt 
loved mankind, and died for them, while they 
were yet finners, Rom. v. 6, 8. We fhould be 
taught fuch doctrines as wil! permit us to love pe 

Lor 


34 
4 
* 


j 
‘ 
< 
# 
| 
q 


128 THE BEREAN. 


Lord God with all our foul, ftrength, might and 
mind. 1 Johniv. 18. There is no fear in love : but 
perfect love cafteth out fear: becaufe fear hath 
torment: he that feareth, is not made perfect in 
love. If perfect love cafteth out fear, it is as cer- 
tain, that perfect fear and dread of a tyrant muft 
and will caft out love: therefore people fhould 
not be taught that God is as much pleafed and 
glorified in “the death and endlefs damnation of a 
finner, as he is in the falvation and endlefs happi- 
nefs of a faint ; as it is not in the power of imagi- 
nation to paint a tyrant in more itriking colours ; 
it is a character which no being can either love 
or honour, or wifh to imitate. . 

IT have no doubt but that the devil is highly 
pleafed with thofe who endeavour to perfuade 
their fellow beings, that partiality, cruelty and 
revenge are the genuine attributes of the Deity ; 
becaufe it 1s impoflible in nature that any creature 
fhould ferve a Deity, poficfled of fuch attributes, 
through love ; which is the only motive that can 
render our fervices acceptable to a God, whofe 
darling attributes are mercy and love. 

As to worfhip or obedience, extorted and ren- 
dered through a flavifh fear, it can only debate 
the mind and derange the underftanding, but 
never mend the heart; and therefore can never 
be acceptable toa God, who requires us to love 
him with all our foul, &c. and our neighbours as 
ourfelves. He commands us to love our enemies, 
and forgive thofe who trefpafs againft us. Now 
if God neither loved his enemies nor forgave 
thofe who trefpafled againft him, but will “tor- 
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ment millions of millions in endlefs flames to all 
eternity, can it be poflible that he expected us to 
be more merciful than himfelf, or would recom- 
mend a line of conduct more virtuous and god- 
like than the one he practifes himfelf ? 

If fin and its confequences are difpleafing toa 
God of infinite wifdom, goodnefs and power, is 
it not abfurd to fuppofe he will fuffer it and its 
confequences to remain in being to the endlefs 
ages of eternity ? Are they of that indeftructable 
nature, that the lion of the tribe of Judah cannot 
execute or deftroy them? If he can deftroy them, 
why fhould he permit them to remain, to dif 
pleafc, torment and vex him with anger, to all 
eternity? 

Are there men unconvertible by nature, fo that 
infinite wifdom and power are incapable of re- 
forming? or does the Deity doom any fouls to 
endlefs mifery, but fuch as he cannot fave? or 
does he doom to endlefs mifery any fouls which 
he could, but would not fave? If any fouls are 
to be endlefsly miferable, they muft belong to one 
of the above clafiles, viz. 

rit. Such as God could but would not fave; or 

2d. Such as he would but could not fave. The 
firft denies his infinite goodnefs, and the fecond 
his infinite power; fo both mutt be equally falla- 
cious. It will therefore be falfe, to fay that any 
of the fouls which God has made wiil be end- 
lefsly miferable; becaufe Chriit is both able and 
willing to fave them ail ; elfe he would not have 
told us, John xii. 32. And I,if Ibe lifted up from 
the earth, will draw all men unto me. Now, as 
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he has been lifted up from the earth, firft to the 
crofs, and again to the heavens, how can any one 
doubt his fulfilling his promife, even to thofe who 
difbelieve it and think that hell lies beyond the 
reach of Almighty Power? Have we not reafon 
to believe, that the keys of hell and death will not 
lie ufelefs in his hands? will he not break the 
gates of brafs, and cut the bars of iron in funder? 

Ifaiah xlix. 25. For thus faith the Lord, even 
the captives of the mighty fhall be taken away, 
and the prey of the terrible fhall be delivered. 

There is a great error in many honeit, good 
and ferious inquirers, as to the real fcripture 
meaning of the following words, viz. ever/i/ting, 
eternal, forever and ever, and the fimple word /or- 
ever. Thefe words I muft call equivocal, and may 
be applied to things mutable or immutable; as 
the being and perfections of God, which can fuf- 
fer no change, never hada beginning and never 
will have an end, but when applied to fublunary 
things may have a different meaning.» 

Note the following paflages. 

Everiafing is ufed in Genefis xvil. 7, 8. xlviil. 

4. Xlix. 26. Exodus xl. 15. Numbers xxv. 13. 

Leviticus xvi. 34. Revelations xvi. 6. 

Forever and ever ;—Pfalm cxlviit. 6. ITfaiah 
xxx. 8. Jeremiah vii. 7. Revelations x1. 15. 

Forever ;—Genelis xiii. 15. xlii. g. xliv. 32. 
Exodus Xt. 14, 17, 24. XX1. 6. XXVil. 21. XXViil. 
43. XXIX.Q. XXX. 21. xxxi. 16, &c. to the num- 
ber of above fixty, which I could thew if neceffary. 

As to the word efernal, it is a comparifon to 
the word efernity, which is ufed but once in 
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fcripture, in Ifaiah Ivii. 15.+ Eternal furely muft 
) have a different meaning; it may mean a long 
> time, or a great degree, but not an unlimited 
duration. Be it farther remembered, that the 
word end/e/s is not applied to the duration of the 

punifhment of the wicked, in the facred volume, 
) though frequently heard in fermons, hymns, &c. 
} The above texts are plainly applied to things 
} which have or muft have an end by nature. 


“ Let not this weak, unknowing hand 
Prefume thy bolts to throw, 

And deal damnation round the land, 
On each I judge thy foe! 


If lam right, thy grace impart, 
Stillin the right to ftay ; 
If lam wrong, O teach my heart 
To find fome better way.” Porr, 


' 

: 
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THe Saviour’s INVITATION. 


Yr favour’d children of the Lord, 
Ye lov’d, ye ranfom’d race ; 

Come, liften to the cheering word 
Of our Immanuel’s grace. 


Oh, come! attend the Saviour’s call, 
He only lite can give 5 7 

His gracious voice proclaim’d to all, 
Is, ** Come, believe and live.” 


But man, regardlefs of his words, 
From Jefus doth depart ; 

The joyful found no life affords 
His unbelieving heart. 


Hatten, Oh God! that glorious day, 
In thine own plan defign’d, 

When thou wilt take the veil away 
From each benighted mind. 


Then finners fhall, with grateful hearts, 
The Saviour’s name adore ; 

And fatan, with his fubtil arts, 
Shall tempt their fouls no more. 


Lord, we adore that boundlefs grace, 
In Chrift divinely free, 


if Which cleanfes all our guilty race, 
| And brings them home to thee. 


r E’er fince we knew the worthy name 

; Of him who bled and dy’d, ik 

1 His love has been our conftant theme ; 
We know no joy befide. 


Oh may our hearts, Almighty King, 
Still dwell upon thy love, 

Till all, with one acclaim, fhall fing 

The joyful theme above ! 
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